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On June 9, Federal district court Judge John Conway in Albuquerque, NM, refused to dismiss
an indictment charging journalist Demetria Martinez with assisting in the illegal entry of two
Salvadoran women into the US. Her attorney argued that the case should be dismissed on grounds
that the US Attorney's Office had not followed Justice Department rules pertaining to reporters'
alleged involvement in illegal practices while on the job. (See CAU 06/08/88 for details of this case.)
A jury trial for both Martinez and the Rev. Glen Remer-Thamert was set for July 13 on charges of
conspiracy, inducing and transporting the women into the US. The incident in question occured in
August 1986. June 9 marked the last of a three-day hearing on pre-trial motions. Martinez stated
that she was acting solely as a reporter covering the sanctuary movement when she traveled with
Remer-Thamert to the US-Mexican border to meet the two pregnant Salvadoran women. From the
border, the women were brought to Albuquerque, where they had planned to give give up their
babies for adoption. In addition to free-lance work, Martinez contributes articles on religion for The
National Catholic Reporter, and the Albuquerque Journal. Federal Public Defender Tova Indritz
argued that US Attorney William Lutz failed to comply with a Justice Department rule requiring
approval from the Department before indicting a reporter for conduct occurring on the job. Lutz
contends his office did not require the approval because Martinez was not acting as a reporter when
she accompanied the Rev. Remer-Thamert. In testimony on June 8, Kent Walz, Albuquerque Journal
assistant editor, said that Martinez was not on a specific assignment for the newspaper during
the August 1986 incident. Conway ruled that journalists do not have a "private right" to force US
attorneys to follow the Justice Department rule. The rule was introduced in the Watergate era by
then-Attorney General Elliott Richardson. According to written affidavits presented to the court,
Martinez told several people that she had been invited by Remer-Thamert to accompany him to
the border "to cover a story" on the two women. The affidavits state that Martinez said she had
intended to write about the women for a possible Christmas story, drawing parallels with the birtth
of Christ. An affidavit from Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb of Albuquerque states that after Martinez returned
"she showed me notes she had taken during the trip." Another affidavit from Remer-Thamert stated
Martinez told him she would not drive any of the cars used to transport the women and did not want
to be in the same car as the women. He said that due to a "mix-up" in the availability of vehicles,
Martinez did briefly ride with the women on the trip from El Paso to Albuquerque. (Basic data from
Albuquerque Journal, 06/10/88)
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